
Lesson 084

The Ark Is Brought To Jerusalem

2 Samuel 6:1-19



MEMORY VERSE
2 SAMUEL 6:2
“And David arose and went with all the people who were
with him from Baale Judah to bring up from there the ark
of God, whose name is called the Name, the LORD of Hosts,
who dwells between the cherubim.”

WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
Small slips of paper (2”x 4”).

Enough straws for each child in your class, four bowls and masking
tape.

Crayons or markers and drawing paper.  

ATTENTION GRABBER!

Memory Hop
Prior to class, write out today’s theme on small sheets of paper (one
word per sheet).  Do two sets.  For the younger classes, try
shortening the theme to “Serve God the right way.”  Discuss the
theme.  
 
Choose two players and have them come to the front of the class.
Next tell the two children to turn around and close their eyes (no
peeking!).  While they have their eyes closed, distribute both sets of
the words of the theme in various areas of the classroom.  Then
have them open their eyes and find the words of the theme in
order.  See which child can put together the theme first.  This will
test their memory and how well they were listening for the theme.
Call on other children.  God wants us to be obedient to His
Word.



LESSON TIME!
Have you heard of the Ark of the Covenant?  The ark of God was
considered very special to Israel and valued as a sacred treasure.  It
was a symbol of God’s presence and power.  King David desired to
re-establish its place of importance in the hearts of the people of
Israel and make it the center of worship in Jerusalem.  In fact, it
was on David’s heart to eventually build a temple to house the ark.  

David had some things to learn about handling the ark—the
symbol of God’s presence and power.  God required respect and
obedience.  A heavy price was paid because of neglect and
compromise in following God’s instructions.  God wants us to be
obedient to His Word.

2 S AM UEL 6:1-2
Again  D av id  gathered  al l  t he  c ho i c e  m en  o f  I s rae l ,
th i r t y  thou sand .

And  D av id  arose  and  w en t  w i th  al l  t he  p eop le  w ho
w ere  w i th  h im  f rom  Baal e  J u dah  to  br ing u p  f rom
there  the  ark  o f  God ,  w hose  nam e i s  c al l ed  by  the
N am e,  the  LORD  o f  Hos t s ,  w ho  dw el l s  betw een  the
c heru bim .

Have you ever experienced the excitement of preparing to do
something or go somewhere that just made you feel like your heart
was getting ready to burst with joy?  Well King David desired to
honor God and express his love.  He was filled with excitement as
he prepared to bring the nation’s treasure, the ark of God, to its
new home.  He gathered 30,000 chosen men of Israel for the
celebration.  



For 100 long years, the Ark of God had been separated from the
tabernacle and other places of worship.  When the ark was returned
to Israel after a brief Philistine captivity (1 Samuel 4-6), it was kept
in Abinadab’s home for 20 years.  King David saw how Abinadab
was blessed, and he wanted to bring the ark of God to Jerusalem so
that the entire nation could be blessed.

Most people had forgotten about the ark; it just became a mere
symbol of things that happened a long time ago in Moses’ day.  As
the ark represented the presence of God, it showed how the people
had forgotten God.  His presence was no longer important to them.
They were too busy living their own lives to be concerned with the
ark.

However, David wanted to change all of that.  He hoped to bring the
ark to Jerusalem, the new capital of Israel, so that God and His
presence could become the most important thing in Israel again.  

2 S AM UEL 6:3-8
S o  they  s e t  the  ark  o f  God  on  a new  c ar t ,  and  brou gh t
i t  ou t  o f  the  hou se  o f  Abinadab,  w h i c h  w as  on  the
h i l l ;  and  Uz z ah  and  Ah io ,  the  sons  o f  Abinadab,
d rov e  the  new  c ar t .

And  they  brou gh t  i t  ou t  o f  the  hou se  o f  Abinadab,
w h i c h  w as  on  the  h i l l ,  ac c om p anying the  ark  o f  God ;
and  Ah io  w en t  bef ore  the  ark .

Then  D av id  and  al l  t he  hou se  o f  I s rae l  p l ayed  m u s i c
bef ore  the  LORD  on  al l  k inds  o f  in s t ru m ent s  o f  f i r
w ood ,  on  harp s ,  on  s t r inged  in s t ru m ent s ,  on
tam bou r ines ,  on  s i s t ru m s ,  and  on  c ym bal s .

And  w hen  they  c am e to  N ac hon 's  th resh ing f l oor ,
Uz z ah  p u t  ou t  h i s  hand  to  the  ark  o f  God  and  took
ho ld  o f  i t ,  f o r  the  oxen  s tu m bled .



Then  the  anger  o f  the  LORD  w as  arou sed  again s t
Uz z ah ,  and  God  s t ru c k  h im  there  f or  h i s  er ror ;  and
he d i ed  there  by  the  ark  o f  God .

And  D av id  bec am e angry  bec au se  o f  the  Lord 's
ou tbreak  again s t  Uz z ah ;  and  he  c al l ed  the  nam e o f
the  p l ac e  Perez  Uz z ah  to  th i s  day .

For 20 years, Abinadab and his family had the privilege of caring
for the ark, but now it would be taken to its new home in
Jerusalem.  King David would spare no expense.  With great
excitement and anticipation, the ark of God would be paraded on a
new cart with a great gathering of musicians playing music of
praise unto God.  This was a wonderful event for the nation of
Israel, a time of worship, and great expectation for God’s blessings
upon them.

Along the way, they passed over a rough place on the road where
stones were used as a threshing floor.  The oxen stumbled,
upsetting the ark.  Uzzah, one of Abinadab’s sons who was
attending the ark, laid hold of it to prevent its fall, an act of
irreverence that cost him his life.  He was only trying to protect the
ark, yet he lost his life in doing so.  Why would God do such a
thing?

Uzzah loved God, yet not knowing God’s requirements in the law
for handling the ark, he sinned.  According to Numbers 4:5-15, the
ark was to be moved only by the Levites, who were to carry it using
the carrying poles.  They were never to touch the ark itself.  To
touch it was a capital offense under Jewish law.  God’s action was
directed against both King David and Uzzah for their disobedience.
King David had placed the ark on a cart, following the Philistines
example rather than God’s commands.  God had to remind the
nation dramatically that enthusiasm must be joined with
obedience to His Word.  God wants us to be obedient to His
Word.



How important that we not neglect the Word of God.  God’s Word
was very specific in the handling of the ark.  King David and the
Levites should have known what the law said about the handling of
the ark.  If something is important enough that God gives specific
instructions to us in His Word, it must be important enough to us
to listen carefully and follow those instructions.

Straw Relay
God has a plan for us!  But, sometimes we try to find new ways to
do things.  Use this game to reinforce today’s theme.  You will need
paper, four bowls, and masking tape.

On 2”x 4” pieces of paper, write out today’s theme (one word per
slip, you may want to save the pieces of paper used in the
Attention Grabber game above).  You will need two sets of slips of
paper with the theme written on them (one word per slip). Form
two teams.  Each team will need a set of slips of paper with the
theme, two bowls, and enough straws for each child to have one.
Use the masking tape to mark a starting and finishing line for each
team.  On the starting line put the bowl filled with the paper slips
and place the empty bowl on the finishing line.

When you say “go,” have one person from each team pick up a slip
of paper and using their straw, suck in so that the paper is attached
to the straw.  Then while doing this, they need to go across to the
finishing line and drop the paper into the bowl there.  Let everyone
have a turn.

When everyone is done, gather them together and discuss the
following.  Was this game hard or easy?  Would it have been easier
just to race against each other without using the straws?  How did
using the straws make it more difficult?  How does adding things
on to our service to the Lord make it more difficult?



2 S AM UEL 6:9-11
D av id  w as  af raid  o f  the  LORD  that  day ;  and  he  said ,
"How  c an  the  ark  o f  the  LORD  c om e to  m e?"

S o  D av id  w ou ld  not  m ov e  the  ark  o f  the  LORD  w i th
h im  in to  the  C i t y  o f  D av id ;  bu t  D av id  t ook  i t  as ide
in to  the  hou se  o f  Obed -Edom  the  G i t t i t e .

The  ark  o f  the  LORD  rem ained  in  the  hou se  o f  Obed -
Edom  the  G i t t i t e  th ree  m onths .  And  the  LORD  bl es sed
Obed -Edom  and  al l  h i s  hou seho ld .

David’s plans for a joyous return of the ark had been spoiled.  The
jubilant celebration turned into a disaster.  David would soon
realize that the fault was his own for transporting the ark
carelessly.  David learned his lesson and would not move the ark
again until the Lord gave him instruction.  Obed-Edom would be
the recipient of the ark and God’s blessings as he cared for it for
three months.  

If the nation of Israel wanted God’s blessings, they would need to
respond in obedience to God’s Word. God will not bless
disobedience to His Word.  If we love the Lord, we will respect Him
and His ways.  God wants us to be obedient to His Word.

The three months would give David the time to consider what went
wrong in transporting the ark.  The fact that God blessed the home
of Obed-Edom was a sign to David that God’s presence was still with
the ark and that he should try once again to move the ark to
Jerusalem.  



2 S AM UEL 6:12-15
N ow  i t  w as  t o ld  King D av id ,  s ay ing,  "The  LORD  has
bl es sed  the  hou se  o f  Obed -Edom  and  al l  t hat  be longs
to  h im , bec au se  o f  the  ark  o f  God ."  S o  D av id  w en t
and  brou gh t  u p  the  ark  o f  God  f rom  the  hou se  o f
Obed -Edom  to  the  C i t y  o f  D av id  w i th  gl adnes s .

And  so  i t  w as ,  w hen  those  bear ing the  ark  o f  the
LORD  had  gone  s i x  p ac es ,  that  he  sac r i f i c ed  oxen  and
f at t ed  sheep .

Then  D av id  danc ed  bef ore  the  LORD  w i th  al l  h i s
m igh t ;  and  D av id  w as  w ear ing a l inen  ep hod .

S o  D av id  and  al l  t he  hou se  o f  I s rae l  brou gh t  u p  the
ark  o f  the  LORD  w i th  shou t ing and  w i th  the  sou nd  o f
the  t ru m p et .

Once King David discovered that the Lord was blessing Obed-Edom,
he wasted no time in making preparations to move the ark.  This
time the ark would be moved the way God instructed in His Word.
This time, David sacrificed an ox and fat lamb every six paces.
David worshipped the Lord, overwhelmed by God’s mercy and
grace, as he paraded the ark in a great celebration.  

2 S AM UEL 6:16-19
N ow  as  the  ark  o f  the  LORD  c am e in to  the  C i t y  o f
D av id ,  M i c hal ,  S au l 's  dau gh ter ,  l ooked  th rou gh  a
w indow  and  saw  King D av id  l eap ing and  w h i r l ing
bef ore  the  LORD ; and  she  desp i s ed  h im  in  her  hear t .

S o  they  brou gh t  the  ark  o f  the  LORD , and  se t  i t  i n  i t s
p l ac e  in  the  m ids t  o f  the  t abernac l e  that  D av id  had
erec t ed  f or  i t .  Then  D av id  o f f ered  bu rn t  o f f er ings
and  p eac e  o f f er ings  bef ore  the  LORD .



And  w hen  D av id  had  f in i shed  o f f er ing bu rn t
o f f er ings  and  p eac e  o f f er ings ,  he  bl es sed  the  p eop le
in  the  nam e o f  the  LORD  o f  hos t s .

Then  he  d i s t r ibu ted  am ong al l  t he  p eop le ,  am ong the
w hole  m u l t i tu de  o f  I s rae l ,  bo th  the  w om en  and  the
m en ,  t o  ev eryone  a l oaf  o f  bread ,  a p i ec e  o f  m eat ,
and  a c ake  o f  rai s in s .  S o  al l  t he  p eop le  dep ar t ed ,
ev eryone  t o  h i s  hou se .

Wow!  What a parade.  King David and the nation of Israel spared
nothing to express their worship and praise to the great God who
loved and cared for them.  Now, instructed from God’s Word, the
people experienced the blessings of being in harmony with their
loving Creator.

Unfortunately, Michal, David’s wife, did not share the feelings of
those who were rejoicing.  Instead of having a heart that
experienced God’s grace, mercy, and peace, she had a heart of
bitterness, despising it all.  She could not share David’s joyful
worship of God, so she hated it.  As a result, she never bore David
any children (6:23).

David on the other hand, was willing to look foolish in the eyes of
some in order to worship God fully and honestly.  We should never
be afraid to express our feelings toward God, even when others are
present who may consider us foolish.  There is nothing greater we
can do than to live our lives for God’s pleasure.  

In conclusion, God gave the children of Israel His law, all the
instructions necessary to walk in His ways; yet, they neglected the
law of God and reaped serious consequences. Like the children of
Israel, we have been given the law of the Lord, the Word of God.  Let
us not neglect to read God’s Word and live in obedience to it.  As we
follow the Lord wholly, we will reap His rich blessings.  God wants
us to be obedient to His Word.



The Right Way and the Wrong Way
For this craft you will need crayons or markers and drawing paper.  

Give each child a piece of drawing paper.  Have the children draw a
line down the center of the paper.  On one side have them draw a
picture of the ark being transported incorrectly.  On the other side,
have them draw a picture of the ark being transported the right
way.  

Ask the children why it was so important to move the ark the right
way.  Use this craft to reinforce today’s lesson.  Remind the
children how that sometimes our hearts may be in the right place
when we do something, but it is very important that we do it the
right way, according to God’s Word.  

PRAYER
Lead the children in a prayer of commitment to serve the Lord in
the right way—being obedient to His Word.  If there are any
children who have not yet responded to the Gospel, give them
opportunity.




